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· Excellencies, Lok Chum Teav, Ladies and Gentlemen, Distinguished National and International Guests!

I have the honor and great pleasure to participate in the opening of the 9thPlenary Session of APA in Siem Reap Province where some of the world-renowned temples and one the Seven Wonders of the World is located. On behalf of the Cambodian people, the Senate of Cambodia and myself, I would like to extend my warmest welcome to neighboring and distant foreign friends and distinguished guests, who are attending the 9th Plenary Session of APA today.

The 9thPlenary Session of APA and its theme of“ Promoting Peace and Sustainable Development ”provides an important forum for representatives from assemblies within the Asian region to exchange views and experiences that contribute towards the enhancement of cooperation for peace, stability, progress, prosperity and sustainable development in the region.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen!

Cambodia, geographically located in the Southeast Asian region, experienced the Cold War along with civil wars and internal conflicts lasting for decades. The genocidal Khmer Rouge regime completely destroyed the country’s social infrastructures, and, in particular, human resources were severely diminished. After the collapse of the Khmer Rouge Regime in 1979, civil war was still not concluded in Cambodia, and the intervention of the United Nations and international communities (1991-1993), therefore, played a vital role in promoting peace and national unity in Cambodia.

Cambodia has since then striven by itself to overcome obstacles through dialogue and perpetual negotiation for national reconciliation. For instance, at the end of 1998, under the win-win policy of Samdech Akak Moha Sena Pakdei Techo HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Khmer Rouge organization was demolished politically and militarily, and its armed forces were integrated into the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces with the assurance of their safety, their jobs and occupations, and of private ownership for people who lived in the Khmer Rouge Zone.

The experiences outlined above compel me to emphasize how much value Cambodia places on the importance of negotiation, national unity and reconciliation within the internal national framework, which is preferable to external intervention or interference. These key factors have helped Cambodia to conclude armed conflicts with no bloodshed and have brought national unity, sovereignty, territory and peace for our people and country.

As a member of the United Nations, Cambodia has contributed actively to peace and humanitarian causes in the world through the dispatch of the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces. They have participated in UN Peacekeeping Missions in the fields of civil engineering, medical services, military monitoring, demining and the clearance of unexploded ammunition. Moreover, we have contributed to global endeavors to counter global warming. 

Peace, political stability and full security have created the conditions that up until today have nurtured strong confidence, particularly evident in the presence of a growing number of local and international private investors who are investing in Cambodia and providing opportunities for rapid development in all sectors. Figures show that Cambodia has maintained an annual economic growth rate of 7% for a decade, and has reduced its poverty rate from 53.2% in 2004 to 13.5% in 2014. Indeed, Cambodia has been recognized as the 4th most successful nation in the world for poverty reduction. For sustainable development, Cambodia has become a member of ASEAN, the WTO, and regional and global integration frameworks by connecting its national infrastructure into the region and promoting exchange of culture, tourism and people, by cooperating in the preservation of the natural environment, and in facilitating trade and investment in the region.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen!

As we have already acknowledged, all countries in the Asian region have shown strong commitment to the cause of peace, stability, harmony, prosperity and development for the people and the region, and towards the establishment of the “Asian Association” in the future.

At the same time, however, the many challenges facing the Asian region have been acknowledged. These include the gap in economic development, the uncertainties faced by the regional economy in the context of globalization, weak infrastructure, poverty, climate change, the refugee crisis, terrorism, war, and so on. We are all much concerned about the spread of violence and armed conflict in some countries within the region that may threaten the peace, stability and development of their regional neighbors and of the wider world.

These factors require us to enhance our cooperation to open a new page in our relationships to sustain peace and true cooperation: in this way we can continue to build the Asian region as a place of friendship, peace, cooperation and comprehensive development. Through this process, the world’s superpowers will be encouraged to set aside ambitions to utilize the pretext of democracy and human rights in attempts to topple legitimate governments through illegal means, and to respect the rights of people to make their own decisions and to preserve the sovereignty of each country. In this way they would act in full accordance with article 2, Chapter 6 of the UN Charter, UN Resolution 26/25 dated 24 October 1970, and relevant international laws. We fully intend to  comply with the three pillars of UN – with their emphasis on peace and security, development and human rights - and condemn political interventionism to achieve regime change by attempting to topple legitimate governments in violation of international laws.

The policy inherent in the arms race is the root cause of tension, war and power struggles to influence the region, and is a big concern in its potential to promote instability in our region.

In accordance with the stated ideals and on behalf of the Senate of Cambodia, I would like to fully support the resolution of the heads of state and governments, which emerged from discussions at the 2nd Summit of Asian Dialogue Cooperation on 9-10 October 2016 in Bangkok, Thailand. This outlined the priorities in the six pillars of cooperation in association with the UN’s agenda of 2030t for collective growth and sustainable development in the Asian region: (1) the inter-relationship of food, water and energy security; (2) connectivity; (3) science, technology and innovation; (4) education and human resource development; (5) culture and tourism; and (6) promoting approaches to inclusive and sustainable development.

In order to achieve these visions, we should enhance our comprehensive cooperation within the framework of the initiatives “One belt, one road”, and the “Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank” of China, as well as the Japanese initiative on “Partnership for Quality Infrastructure” in the Asian region. These provide financial resources to support the connectivity of infrastructure in our region there by contributing to peace, stability and close cooperation, and to the enhancement of trade and investment to help to reduce the development gap between coastal and land areas.  

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen!

All parliaments have respected and valuable roles in promoting peace and sustainable development in our Asian region. Parliaments play key roles in monitoring national strategic development programs, poverty reduction strategies, and in the implementation of national policy and the international obligations of government. In cases of crisis and conflict, parliaments perform a fundamental role in providing a platform for dialogue and national reconciliation. Parliaments also have vital roles in leadership through law-making and as defenders of the rule of law and of human rights including those of ethnic groups and women.

The diplomatic role of parliaments is fundamental in the prevention of  conflict and in building peace  in the region. As the representatives of the people, parliamentarians are empowered to participate in the process through peaceful means to reach agreement between states.  Moreover, parliamentarians participate in the parliamentary regional forums and fulfill a significant role in preventing or resolving disputes through their mission to discover reality in regions where conflict exists, and through inter-parliamentary dialogue. Parliamentary bilateral relations are of key importance when inter-governmental relations are in trouble or are deadlocked.

Finally, I hope that the 9thPlenary Session will achieve fruitful outcomes along with good recommendations as foundations and mechanisms for overcoming the challenges mentioned above.

I would like to wish Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, distinguished national and international guests’ good health, happiness and great success.

Thank You!

